Holly Echo-Hawk

Holly Echo-Hawk has 30 years of experience in the development and administration of children’s mental health, child welfare, and juvenile justice services. A former executive director of four child and family service organizations, Holly has held overall responsibility for clinical services, youth driven services, administrative and fiscal management, long-term financial sustainability, continuous quality improvement mechanisms, risk management, staff development, and personal response to any family concerns about the service they received.  She is experienced in the field of cultural competence, and is most focused on the development and implementation of cultural competence standards for mainstream service providers.  As a former community mental health center director, she is also experienced in meeting licensing and accreditation standards, establishing functional partnerships between provider agencies, and facilitating successful negotiations with county, state and federal officials. 

She has extensive experience in systems of care transformation at both the local and national levels. A member of the national technical assistance team under the SAMHSA Center for Mental Health Services leadership, and as the senior mental health consultant to the National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA), she has a unique window of knowledge of the strengths and challenges of developing and sustaining systems of care within American Indian and Alaska Native communities across the country.  She is the tribal lead for the development of the SAMHSA funded, national summit on tribal suicide prevention scheduled for 2007 and is a senior research associate for a financial sustainability study of the tribal system of care communities.  She also staffs the tribal-state workgroup for the child and family arm of the national state mental health commissioner organization, and in this capacity works with state mental health commissioners in key tribal states.

 

Other parts of Holly’s life include a decade of service as a college trustee through gubernatorial appointments by three Washington State governors; a founding member of the National Alliance of Multi-Ethnic Behavioral Health Associations (NAMBHA), a founding member of the First Nations Behavioral Health Association; an advisory board member to the University of South Florida Research and Training Center for Children’s Mental Health, and the University of Texas Hogg Foundation for Mental Health National Scientific and Policy Advisory Council. Holly is a member of the Pawnee Nation, holds a master’s of science degree in organizational behavior from the California School of Professional Psychology, and is the proud mother of Morgan Echo-Hawk Harmon, her 24-year old son.  Holly lives in the country outside of Vancouver, Washington.

